KENTUCKY KONNECTIONS

| have recently begun ajourney into my past history of relaions that have come down on my
mother’slineage. It isafascinating story of the pioneer settlers who left Virginid s tidewater area and
migrated thru the western frontiers into what now is know as Kentucky. The shear luck of the
discoveries and thrill of finding these “konnections’ has been awonderful learning experience, and a
sort of addiction that keeps one searching for more information. The past is history, and no amount of
research is going to prove without a doubt, what trangpired in the lives of our ancestors. The family
trees are our best attempt to fill in the gapsin our knowledge. Many times we want to influence an
outcome due to circumstances of our predecessors misdeeds and mistakes, but the past is the past and
these people were just humans trying to exist in tough times.

| have found that we often now take for granted our freedoms that were so long ago paid for
with the blood and grit of our forefathers. If the truth be know now, for what grest price was paid for
our freedom, and the unpleasant circumstances that befell the first settler’sin the “ Dark & Bloody
Ground”, we would have a newfound reverence for these souls.

Chapter | - My Introduction

David Duncan Sengd was born in Jefferson County Kentucky - Louisville - on September 28,
1957 to George Fred Sengd, J. and Mary Alice Duncan Sengel. Being the younger of two boys of a
career football coach/history/physical education teacher, who advanced over the years thru the ranks of
high schoal, into college leve, and eventudly into the Pros; | became intimately acquainted with the
school of hard knocks. As often was the case, | was farmed out to my materna grandparentsin rural
Anderson County Kentucky - Lawrenceburg - some thirty mileswest of Lexington, KY - where we
had come to live after father landed a coaching job in 1960, &t the University of Kentucky, with the
legendary teacher of football coaches, Blanton Collier.

Life on the farm was a continuous adventure for a young boy. Many aday was spent roaming
the woods and streams in the area with my older brother “Tucky” (George F. Sengd, I11) and our
resident dogs, Mo Po and Jack. The pond and row boat were a constant escape from the seldom
required chores. Sometimes we were recruited to bale hay or feed chickens or strip tobacco, etc. Most
of the weekends we were shipped out via our uncle, Charles Tabot Duncan, Jr. who had employment
in Lexington and enjoyed taking us over the “fun hills” dong the Tyrone Pike (US 62) before the
interstates were congtructed. The days of youth along the fertile grounds of the SAt River were full of
discovery and history.

The old farmstead that my grandfather worked was purchased while my mother & uncle were
dill in schoal. It had not been afamily farm and passed down as was the case with the huge estates in



the “blue blooded” centrd region of our commonwed th, surrounding the thoroughbred plantations of
the southern gentry. This one hundred acre cattle & tobacco operation was one of the best lying tracts
in Anderson County and had been part of the McKee plantation prior to the civil war. The old house
had aback stair casethat led to an attic area that revealed log construction in this rear section of the
dwdling. This“secret” space fuded the imagination of one dready familiar with the verse of “Davy
Crockett” and eager to tread the rock walls that partitioned the old fields and narrow country lanesin
the area, keeping asharp eye out for “injuns’ and “bars’.

To supplement the seasond income of the family farm my grandfather dso drove a school bus
route in the western part of that county. On these frequent trips | was put in charge of operating the
electric stop sgn of the school bus. The tripsinto the rura area of western Anderson County made me
aware of the numerous cabins and ancient improvements il visible at this late dete. The children that
were picked up and ddlivered were often of the same Duncan surname, but | was told that they were
not related. | did not think much of this at the time, but now in my research, it has come to bear on the
missang links and fact gathering efforts of today’s“jig saw puzzle’.

Chapter Il - Early Life

Growing up in Lexington was a happy beginning. The surrounding horse farms and affluent,
educated population connected to the University of Kentucky, International Business Machines (IBM),
and many other top notch organizations and ingtitutions, was like aidand surrounded by the rest of
stereotypica Kentucky. The arts and entertainment was top drawer, and the college town provided
venuesfor live acts, night life, gporting events, and socid interactions unsurpassed in the region. The mix
of people was cosmopoalitan, with many absentee farm owners, royalty, etc. connected with the horse
industry, and about as many people from north of the Mason Dixon line as there were with southern
sympathies. Although, Kentucky had managed to remain neutrd during the great war between the
dates, the landed gentry and “aristocracy” of central Kentucky still favored themselves southern gentedl
and modeled their socia functions and entertainment style on those traditions. Since Kentucky did not
have to go through the post civil war reconstruction process, and being a dave holding state with greeat
numbers, congtitutiona laws were rewritten after the conflict to best protect the interests of the wesdlthy.
This sympathy to the south and that grand tradition, ong with deep rooted prejudices, were amethod
of continuing the war - with aform asdf devation and blatant bigotry.

My early years revolved around the public education system, church activities, and boy scouts.
Some of the above was rdated to dl three, with the church and scouts being hard to separate. Aswas
the norm at the time prior to the Vietnam conflict, we were al aware of a possible nuclear threet, and
were highly supportive of our federd government’ s efforts to protect our life and liberties. The scouts
were highly sructured a that time with many smilarities to the military. The uniforms were styled after
the soldiers’, and bugle corps sounded assembly, retreat, etc. for group formations which were
marched to like the redl thing. The scouts became an extension of my early farm life activities such as
hiking, fishing, and rowing boats. The addition of backpacking and camping fel in naturdly. Snce my



dad was usualy busy with footbal, the scout |eaders became akind of surrogate father figure. Our
overnight trips to interesting and historic places in the region began to take hold of me. We visited dl
the state parks, shrines, and naturd areas within a hundred mile radius. Most of the time we were hiking
trails such as the Micha Mokwa (thru the Cumberland Gap), Dry Canteen or Dug Road (Perryville
Battlefield), or Wilderness Road. All of these locations had historic significance to our beginnings, and
were aliving history lesson every step of the way.

One memoria event we attended was the 200" anniversary of the founding of Fort Harrod.
This activity included a reenactment of the voyage of James Harrod and his men from Fort Fitt to
Centrd Kentucky viathe Ohio and Kentucky riversin 1774. | wasto play apart of anindian chief ina
canoe on the Kentucy River near Frankfort. How far was this from the truth, but in our late day of
being politicaly correct, no one would have been amused by a stake burning or scalping party. In my
recent reflections, there must have been some divine intervention that took me to this place where |
received a symbolic “Key to the Fort” two hundred years after the first settlers made it to this spot.

Chapter 111 - Growing Up

The junior high years brought the chance to join catillion club. This socid school dlowed young
people within the region to meet others of well standing in the community with the numerous dances and
formal affairs. This prepatory to the debutante ballsto comein just afew years, for the right class of
people, gave vauable life lessons into the haves and have nots of our economic diversity. The scouts
had become more of a obsession since the earlier athletic activities had been curtailed due to a chronic
knee condition. No more would the seasons be marked by a different organized team sport. In order to
day active to the best of ahilities, hiking became the focus of my physica activities. Church was
somehow not as important after the Vietnam Conflict became an dl out war. It may have never been
officidly declared, but the dead friends of my brother, and lack of faith in our governments efforts to
end it, caused alot of young people to drop out of life.

The surviva and woodsman skills acquired through the scouts now took on a different tack.
Escape to Canada or Mexico if need be, that was the mission “to be prepared” for now. Somehow this
“ugly littlewar” ended with contemporary friends in possession of the last draft cards. The damage to
the souls of many was aready done, with respect for authority aso ruined.

The driver’ s test was the ticket to new found freedom. An old hand me down car, a part time
job at a shopping mall, and a desire to escape lead to the highways and byways of our fair state. A
rediscovery of those places traveled to with the previousy mentioned groups (scouts, church youth
group, school, etc.) became the destinations. The Red River Gorge, Danidl Boone National Forest,
Smoky Mountains Nationd Park, Cumberland River, Natura Bridge, Cumberland Gap, and Mammoth
Cave Nationd Park read like atour group itinerary.

The next summer ajob was arranged to be ajunior counsdor at the Boy Scout reservation.



Thiswas agreat opportunity to spend the whole summer in the woods. The job paid little, but then
there was nothing to be purchased in the middle of the knobs of east central Kentucky. This opportunity
moved the scouting experience to anew level. No longer was the activity centered on the church troop,
but a more regiona notoriety was experienced for the first time. Being in charge of younger troops had
its ego building rewards as well. The leadership training was a Sde benefit. The weeks went by with all
the required sessonstill the weekend furlough of twenty four hours came. Mogt staff members were
eager to get hometo girl friends, home cooked medls, and laundry facilities. Others pursued the grest
outdoors that was close by for high adventure thrills such as rock climbing, white water canoeing, or
exploring new backpacking trails.

Two more summers of summer camp staff were rewarded by being eected “Chief” of a
fraternity of older scouts and adults who were chosen by their peers for being expert campers and
hikers and for unselfish service to others. A core of highly capable leaders that ran this organization,
which had asits main concern the upkeegp and maintenance of the thousand acre scout reservation,
became bonded together forever. A convention held at the University of Cdiforniaat Santa Barbara
become the focus of a contingent of twenty four travelers. With a bus donated to take us where we
wanted on the going and coming journey, we decided to tour the west, with no ste left unseen. The
next year, an even greater honor was obtained. A trip to the ranger training school at the largest
backpacking schoal in the county (other than boot camp) located in the Sangre de Cristo Mountainsin
northeast New Mexico. ThisKit Carson program was a hand picked adventure for only one scout from
each state each year.

The last year of high school was achdlengeto keepin focus after the opening of eyesto a
huge world beyond the horizon. The year was filled with trips when possible as had previous years,
chauffeuring the professiona footbal talent scout (father) to college campuses throughout the eastern
dates. Thiswas ared footbal fans dream come true. The connections over the years had mushroomed
from his days on coaching staffs with Blanton Collier, Bear Bryant, and Charlie Bradshaw. At one time
| knew five or six head NFL coaches (and they knew me) that he had greet relations with. All the
college gaffs knew him and made usfed a home. These trips were great bonding times for our family.
Dad'slove of history dso made the trips an educationad experience. One of his favorite characters of dl
times was George Rogers Clark. Our tripsinto the old indian country of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois
would be navigated to include dl the historic markers and sites we could squeeze in. The campus tours
would dso be highlights, as wdll as the state capitdls, Civil War, French & Indian War, and
Revolutionary War sites. We must have been to them dl. Learning to drive the interstate highway
system was a0 agrest experience. The ability to read highway sgns and merge traffic in unfamiliar
territory is avauable lesson in modern life.

Onetrip that was a highlight was to the Washington & Lee campusin Lexington, VA. The
amount of higoric Stesin this area, the Virginia Military Inditute, the tradition of the south, etc. reached
out to me here. Thiswasaplace | could fit in. Unfortunately the tuition was unattainable and entrance
requirements were too siff for aeadly distracted above average student. Somehow | knew therewas a
connection to this place. Had | dreamed of being there in a previous era? What was it with thistown
with the same highway sgns (US 60), same interstate highway sgns (1-64), same town name



(Lexington), and smilar place and people names as back at home in Kentucky.

Chapter 1V - College Days

Findly settling on a easy choice, the Universty of Kentucky, for a college education and having
no idea about alife cdling, no interest in fraternities, clubs, etc. dropping out was the next move. A full
time job had been acquired as aresearch writer for ainternationally renown horse pedigree magazine
published weekly from Lexington. This job became a grind, each day proof reading galeys of print type
in three languages. The glamour of the horse industry quickly faded with thefirst taste of a9- 5, five day
aweek schedule. Severd vauable lessons were learned from this experience. The opportunity to
handle large amounts of numbers, facts, and tables became a future editors training ground. The ability
to work with other talented writerswas dso a plus. Being closed up in a cubicle dl day was not where
it was at. Giving up the college was a mistake, because lost ground can never be recovered. The
rewards for the efforts prior to, never equate a the same level after the achievement of a degree.

Back to school again. Thistime a Auburn Alabama. This little town was too far from home
(and agirl friend), and again withdrawa was the course of action. Now areal hole had been dug. One
amost impossible to climb out of. Back to the Universty of Kentucky with anew attitude and
determination. After two years of probation due to the early failures and withdrawas, a break was
aganin sore.

Aninterest in medica care took on the next course of study. A smal school in x-ray technology
at the neighborhood hospital was the ticket | hoped for. Severa weeks into the two year program
found the ingtructor absent dmost daily and the five students working full time with no compensation.
Having enough of this treetment, another full time job was obtained at theloca YMCA.

During the summer | fdlt the call of the scout camp once more. Thistime as an adult, | had to be
properly trained. Since | was to head the aquatic program, | had to have al the necessary certifications
to indruct and sign off on dl the waterfront skills. | was sent to a nationd camping school near the
Goshen Gap in Virginia This large reservation was home to the Washington DC council camp. The
area around the camp was similar to areas in central Kentucky. The Jackson River and Cow and Calf
Pesture were full of hitoric Stes. Lexington, VA was just up the road and | had to return to this
campus nearby that | had visited previoudy. With time to explore at my own pace | sought out the Sites
of Lee, Jackson, Houston, etc. The feeling of dga vu was strong here | remember thinking.

After another year of college, and preparing to return to the summer camp - acal came from
the hospital, seeking atemporary worker such as myself who had been trained in the darkroom
techniques of aradiology department. The lady who ran the darkroom was out on medica disability for
sx months. When it ended, by some miracle, amgor manufacturer of X-Ray machines was
interviewing for atechnica support engineer that | was hired for. This job would cover dl the area of
Kentucky that | had become familiar with and would include the use of a company car. Thiswastoo
much to believe.



During the next four and ahdf years a career asamedica technology support engineer took
off. All of the mgor hospitals were expanding to ingtal additiona rooms of equipment, most notably the
cat scan, invented by this company. The security and good pay associated with this endeavor dlowed
for the purchase of afirst home. Marriage to Dawn Ellen Cahoon took place on December 10, 1983 in
Lexington, KY. | had known her during junior and high school and became reacquainted while both
were working at the hospita. In thirteen months we became the proud parents of our daughter, Lindsay
Duncan Sengel, on January 10, 1985. While working and having a child, college was finished a night
and graduation from the University of Kentucky came in the spring of 1985.

Chapter V - Adulthood

About the time of college graduation, ajourney that took ten years, | began to prepare for
my career as ared edtate appraiser, consultant, and broker. Older brother had happened into this
profession in Panama City Horidain the mid 1980's. He explained the advantages of being self
employed, and the flexibility of hours, etc. This seemed like a occupation that | could enjoy. There was
lots of travel time to the various surrounding counties. Time spent in courthouses looking of deeds and
titles, vigtsto interesting homes, and a chance to use my writing skills and get paid for it. | dso could
work from my home office and use my computer to access files and repackage information and sdll it.
Thissmple activity has brought me afair measure of success. | have helped numerous others learn this
profession, have made many contacts, and friends in the business community, have gained respect at
numerous banks and financid inditutions, and made a good and comfortable living in the process.

My reflections of recent months have turned to the past. With the September 11, 2001 attack
upon our county | have aso been caught up in areviva of some of the most basic ideds that have
somehow been swept under the congtant drudgery of day to day existence in our hectic world. The
ideds of rdigion, family, and patriotism have come rushing back up from within the vacuum of years
where these have been rdinquished to the back seat of my life. It may be the fear of an anthrax laced
letter or another airplane attack or something else equally bizarre, but | don’t want to continue aong
that same old path of just existing - or getting ahead, at al costs.

Seeing my daughter mature into a young womean, watching my parents dowly get old, and
coming to grips with my own mortality has worked to change the priorities. As Sated by a dedicated
genedogist, Mary Powell Hammeramith, who researched our common rdative, Hugh McGary, S. for
her recent publication, “1 didn’'t Start tracing my roots until al my ancestors were dead.” That makesiit
tough to begin a search, but it can be done with diligence. She should know because she had thirty one
yearsinvested into her research, and it is never finished and one hundred percent accurate.

Sarting at the beginning, with my mother’ s people, who come to find out were some of the first
white folks to settle in this Sate, before it was a State, and had to fight for the right dl the way from
back eadt, and longer just to get afoot hold in this promised land of Kaintuck.



THE FAMILY AND FORTUNE OF GENERAL JAMES RAY,
FIONEER OF FORT HARROD

By WaTingyd ILAGTCD MASCMN

In Esntueky's ploneer higtory the name of Genera’ Jamea Roy of Mereer
Coanty ia oma of the most loved wnd respeotad. Whils today’s bistorieus way
bnow lLim principelly a3 8 brave and enterprizing bey whose heroic exploite
embroider tha leperda surreunding Tort Harend ! it 22 fittine that sore sttention
be given to other papests of Lis lifz. perbculor’y to his fpmiy snd busiress
sFuit,

General Ray csne to Fort Harrod in 1775 &t the age of 14 ov 16 with hiz
Mether, atep-father, Hugh Mce(ary, and his twa brothees, William and Jok,
atter & fong jrurney Stom North Carolios io the pariy beaded T Dardal Boons,
The chronicle of his long, usefu! iife in the firgt years of Eentocky's history,
s g heart.owarming exception to those of other pioneers, lesa fortenate than he,
weas qualified to deal with the constant denger and etrife that they foond i
toe wildernees, and etill lese equipped to make tlhe transition from Indisn fighter
to peaga-tite citizen. Frooa the day he made his spectacular race with Biack-
fsh®s Indian warricr: to sound @ warnine oF dapger that for aeven yenrs gave
the settlera no peses of mind or body, James Ray led a charmed life, as it seemed
1 his fellzer-frontieramcen—a life which emded in prace ond meterial eomfert
in his foe home o The Brow of the BER only A sbot dlglaeen S ihe seene
of that £rst rxee to the fore. Af 5r-eipht yeurs bofora.

This bey, who could not read or write, teught himazsl? +hese essential arts,
and prepatred for a time when his prkyaicel tolents womid be the leawer oF his
assels, (o Lha cuurse of his Lifs whieh was spenl in Keodoeky, General Ray
wekieved an nopretertions economic steurity, Among the meny documents con.
rerned with vurioue uspeets of his eareer, perhups the moat imfteresting ars ta
be faund in early eourt reeords in Mereer and Lincoln Qounties. & study of
hin wilt, and the appralserent of his estate, afferd us a picture of Ray, the
gentleman former, a8 weil 88 v viow of the 1zst yoors of his life in this prosperona
cenkenl Reriaehiy ormeogniby,

Before czaminiag thess deenments in datail, 1 might Ye wall to go back
any yedrs, to the time of hls ardval in Kentucky, Urnfortunateiy practcally
nothing i3 known of bis 1ifn in Morth Caroline, net even hiz father’s nare, nor
the place of his birth, His moiber, who wes Mary Buntin before her firsl mer-

LFor RA eXtcndod dlaouimson of hle L2vankurse aal wiloary Eervices, B4 well me hia cone
tritutians of A clVic oatuta 0 tha lsgialature aod 1o PAarcer SoUmy, sen TRe Filtom Dlcd Fatary
%mmrl:.l, 1540, “Tre Career of Cleneta] James Ray, Restocky Plonear” r Kethryo Harrod
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moved to Kentueky from the Yadkin River country, not far fram Daniel Boone'y
home in North Carclina, the “Widow Ray,'” s she was called, married Hugh
Mnﬂam whose lwave decds and civie contributions are 'hiutted out in the -
inernory of bis tragic part in the disaster at Rlye Licks. But the rigoroua Life -
on the new frontler proved too much Zor the frail woman, end whan her wn
Willlem was killed hy Tndiang that fateful March 6, 1777, she '“tock to her
bed’” with & loruz und serjious illness which ended in her doath in 1780.

It was the next year thal Jumes married Amelia Yoeum, s caughter of
Matthiay Vnevm who esme to Kentucky in the fall of 1777 from Dottetony .
County in Virginia.® The young eouple had two sons, William and Jease,
‘Milly’ died in 1783 on the first day of December. The Young widower.remar. -
ried in 17853—the fifteen-year old Blizabeth Talbot, who bore eleven children.
In 1810 Tiay woa onee more a widower, but did not marey again. :

For several montha before hia death in 1835, the Gencral weaa confined to
his hed, curefully watched over by his devoted family and friends. Colonel
Thomypson, his neighbor, vmuained at his bedside a large part of the time, whils
the faithfal ehvomicler of that pionser peried, Dr. Christopler C. Grabam s
was in eonstant attendance. The will, which was 'diotated to Colonsl Thompsen.

a few daya before Ray's death, ia found in Wili Book, No. 9, in the Meresr
County records:

T James Ray of the County of Morcer and State of Hentucky make this
writing sy lagl will and tostament to havs foll foree and affect as such.

“I give tn myp deughter Mary Dunesn a neere gicl named Joazne, thic in
eddition ta what I have heretofore given ber, and which she hoas received. The
negre girl or woman Juhunna, with her futnre incresse 4z glven for the use of sold
Mary Duican during her natural e And at her death to go¢ equally to the
children of Sald Mary Doncan,

I have heretodors conveyed for the uee of my Daughber Catberine Keller, by
twa deeds ¢f Lrust, (he trustee in one betng Benjamin F. Pleazant and in the ather
Jogl Fo Williaemes, certoin property namocd in said desd.  Mowr I hereby rat'fy and
conlirm the conveyanee aforesald, pnd at the death of may said Daaghter Catherine
my wil iz that the property thus placed i Trust. Shall beloty i absolule zight
to such of the children of said Catherine as may thes be living—

"1 give to my Daughter Jane Wilaoh twn negtoed now in hat posgession, the
one B Womah nared Marthe Axn the other a girl named Sally, the Daughfer of
Martha Ann with the future increase of said negrom.  Aleo twenty acres of kand
on which sald Jawe pow lives, Iying on the west side of the Shawnee e, to be
labd off fo inelode the Trwelilng house and be bounded by the road on one zide
arid the land ef John Dean o, the other, to her atnd her heivs—1]1 give to oy Dacygh-
far Warthe Altred during her nataral life the use of lwo negro girls named oy
and Amanda—the lormner rorw in possessign of gaid Martha Alfred, the oher,
Ampnde, tn he delivernd 8¢ the end of one yerr from the tHime of my desth, in the
mein Hme to ba kept at my home place—rAnd &t the death of my §aid Daughtas

i 3 ngr o4 biat aF Matkhiaa Yoopma ohiHvsn And SRormalisn sdncernmg the Taprlly, =sa Dreper
Mg, 120CT130-137,

1 For dosumenis =zes actlola on Bor's ceroor, Moeon, op. olt. Bee Altsheler, Breat, ~C. .
Crehom, M. L., 1T84-1036" i tha Fibos CTub Farses Quortorly, Yol T, No 2.



Family and Forjfune of General James Ray

Blarthia Alfred, thesa twe negroes and lheir increase to go o har lawful heirs—T
give o my Daughter Licinda Frost, one negro Weoman, which she bus now in pos-
session named Margaret, Also my two hurdred acres of land lying in Herdsrson's
Tract in Henderson Ceunty to her and her helrs -

I glve to my som Harry Ray to him and his heirs, org hundeed arren &f Land
to Inelude bi= Spring and the house 1n whica ha now liver, and ta ke lald af 1oy
adisin the land of John Dean ergd the land celled the White ITousg tract, lately
purchased ky Mr. Ensil—This bequest is not to e effect till the expiraiinn af
one year Lrom my Aepth, then the rlght to be conveyed by w7 Ezeculors nr sueh of
them as mayp quslify, in the :neen time, T lend t5 my said Son Hatvey the use
of 3oid hundred acres of lund. T slso lend tg my Sald Son Hatvey for one yeur
from my Death—the use of a neprg man named Abraham, Aand at the end of
sild year o be the property of Said Harvey in sbsolute right.

“T glve ta my son Jacies Ray my watch,

"I give tg my &0o Jefferaon Ray to bim and his helrs the residues of the tract
ot land o which 1 lve he the sama, inore or less—Alsa T Bive te Jefferson my
negro man Washingten and my negro woman Sally—to Said Jellerson T rlan lend
fur the term of two years fiem my desth the use of my heyro mon Jin and the
negre woman Luer, to-he hept oo the plantation whers 1 live, and at tne end of
the two years my will is that sald Jim ang Lucy be free. And I herebr erpanci-
pate them aceordingly, their freedom thence fo commence—

“Mr. Samuel Keller owes me three hundred Digilars, due obact g vear hence,
TEls dekt I give to be equally divided when seilected hotwean my three song Wil-
Lemm Rey Jesse Ray and Tohn Ray—

"My wil is that my Executers pay all my just debts and funeral expensrn, and
to raiye funds for thls parpoge, they are hereby anhomizemd acd direrted 4o s¢]l Bn
much of my live Jtock as will answer the purpose, upan such eredits ag thev think
preper and suilable—The belance of my Stock of every kind and zll my Houzehold
& Eiteben furoiture, and farming uteneile, I give to oy said Hon JeTersan, Thig
Scn will have my boms Place and the means in-his hands o cxtend the Ieivdnass
of 2 Brother to any of his Sisters who may happen lo be In distrass, And I con-
fdently trust in his generosler and affection 1o do R0 —

"I bheteby appoint oy Frlend George C. Thompsen, and my gon in law Samte]
KEeller Exoeutors of ths my will and brerehy direct that when Mr. Keller qualify
as auch, no security e required of him,

“In Testimony whereul I havo hereunte et my hind and Ses] thie Tth diy
of Miay 1385,

wilnesses JAMES RAY (smal)

BENJAMIN DAVIS

JOHN II THAYER .

GEQRGE C. THOMTPAON Mercer county Sct.
County Cuourt 183%

"Thre foregoing last will and testmment of JTames Ray Deed. was this day
predueed inte Court and proved by the oath 'of John I Thayer and Gearge .
Thempson baa subseribinge wilnesses therein and opdared o be Fecoraod.
1lay 11th, 1835,

Altzt. Tho Allin™



—

The refersnces in the will 1o earlier land transfecs may be traced throuph |
the Deed books in the Mercer County eouwrt hvuse. On vage thirty-six, Deed
Bogk-No. 1, June 26, 1787, iz & record of the deed Ffor land gold to Bey by hix
step-fatker, Hugh Moliary, who, smarting under the eontined atlasks of hiy
ueighhors, deeided fo leave the State® At that tm 2, MeGary and kis wife,
Cathering,” for “*the snm of fifty pounds eurrent Monzy of Virginia . . . ecld
and canveyed ta Jaumes Bay one eertain Parecl of Land containing one Fundred

Acres lving on the Waters of Shawnee Ruon adjoining Me¢Gary's Settloment
Snrvey,

Un page sixty-szeven of the same record-huokr, thers Is an entry for July 23,
1758, showing thetl Fre the congideratinn of ffty pounds paid by Jebn ‘Fhorap.
gon, Ray and his wite transferred w Thompsen 2 twe hondred acre tract cn
Shzwnze Bun.

Kuy, having been in Harredsbury s'nee the arrivel of the frst familien,
zad having raised a “crop of corn'! in 1976,% wus entitied to two handred anres
adivining Bn siep-father's property on Sbmawmee. He ales alaimed lund in the
Grean River tract® In the Desd Bosk Ne. 12, pages 214 uynd 215, there is a
reeurd oF sn indenturs, **Duted Ssptember 4, 1321, between James Ray and
Willinm Martia, for the sum of $350 paid by Martin, conveyed by Ray a parecl
of laed on Chapline’s fork of Salt river.”” The acreage is mot linted. The
indenture rmude in 1826, an Marah 27th, showed that Ray wus bepinning to
parect out his holdings among his ehildren. The transfer was & “trast of land
-Fing in Mereer on Sall river haing whers Mary now lives and containing ong
Aurdred and two zeres and thres fourthy, | | 712

While these Loldings al no time represented the oxtremes mizz, it mnss be
pointed out that Shawnee Hun contains some of the rishest aéreage I central
KEentacky, Never in its histors has this part of the Ztate been the poor man's
fromtier.t From early times its voluc hus been high, in marked enntrast ta the
lond in the Ureen River irmet. From the air zbove the Heorrodaburg area cas
3¢ geen & lush precn strip following the Shuwree springs distriet, running
through ti1e Blue Grass country like a fine velvet ribbon—diveetly yn tae land
that onee beionged to Generul Ray. In Lis later vears he devoted much time
0 the development of his small buz rich heldings, Today this land sells for ax
mneh as §213 an avre, while even in the depression the price did nat Full below
$230 e acre’ In 1827 Ray sold to John MeAfee, Zor $927, & picee of land on

* Diavmr Moo, 3617, He ded ahoit 1808 01 Lodiana, snd wos Bukled st yauk of Prineeton
in Gibeon County. saconrding ta thi= dgcwnent

PMraper Maa, 15C0C156-05T, lnte BloGary am the hiezapd of Culhecins Yoourm, =erer tg
Millis, Eay'n feet mil,

* Draper Mae,, BAJ5ET.

F Ean Mason, ap. cib.

4 Merear Cottnty Court Eoves, Dead Bosk, Mo 14, pAgs DY,
< Draper Mys, 1ATIE, 30,

W Aosgrdlion Lo Ceorge Chinn of Harsgdswrg ln con¥erzitles wirh wriltar ow Auguel 36
L%44. in Wapnineton, L. (. .



dalt river eytimuted at 103 aeres? while in 1330, Le sold o 102 mcre tract to
Jobn I Lillard, for $2 060,12

It is interesting o study the eonnty tax bools. Tn the recorda of 1938, on
page sixty-four!? Baw is listed a8 paying uswssments on thres hondred acres of
srst class land on Bhawmes »un, wne-hundred ard twenty-nine asres of seornd
uss Lol on Halt river, nod two hundred aeres of third olass Tend in the Hen-
derson’d tviws on Green river. This gives us 2u inierestiog comparison of soi}
P '

The inventory of Kay’s estate iy found in $he Mereer Cunnty Conr: House,
Wik Boak 10, on, pages 313, 314, and 315.

~Appralzernent of the Personad estate of Jawes Ray Dead,

1 YOKE QXN eireamurmae e sasasssses s stsnssremme s monssoene eets e soes oo omenensrens G250

8 stears 3 &4 years old Lot e e 0D

R i R Y I T 1.00
cowi & calves and 2 B COW e e e R0
Beifars 3 308 ol e e e e 1810
Heifers 1 31 0l o s veeeer e e smmme e e oot oo BLOWY
Old blaek horze e BALLLLA 1 ikt s s et b er bt et N
Sorrel BHorss, BlADe S0% w0 s s o e emee e st 450
Sorrel mare & o0l e e e e B0
anolber Scrrel mare & colo .. e BBEL(
ANGEReT Barrel MBTE & COIT e e e e e e s remen s s s o oo B0
N ST s ey o T OO - .01 ||
2 Sorrel hovear, 2 ¥ra, obd oo oo e eeene UL IO
BT T O S PN K1 |
1 Borrel rave BLAZA face i e e e et o e ST
B0 head of sheen e U 11 |
S0 Growm NCEE e e e runm e wrmn 5.0
15 Shoats . L ST PRSRY 8 i 11 |
L L T 1 £ U ¥ 1 |
L T = OO | 911 |

e U : -1
2 Bhuvel PIGUULE o e e, BT
4 Hoes oo 1.50

d axcs . O P 2.00
B ORUEETE oo remas e et e e e et st e meee e e e e+ 2,00
Hancsaw, chisel acd rawing knile ... OO A
About 20 pouness Weol L L . 5.0
1 Eeg powder about 15 Tha e i e e ememanaee. BRSBTS
K = - e o VTR X1 |
e PSSO 4!
=1 L U | X 111
1 Mantle CLEGR i oo e e revnns rensas tmen e een e sres o D

v : Amourt bmoughl forward 4003124

UEheed Baok wWo. TR, Marcer Counsy Cvutl Hougs, e 1e1-162.

A Hay Hied avit foxr l:lamn'i;w arnd nun-payment af debt againae Tdliaed an Jone 178h, 1514,
o asnad SE 0, wor goardod 25106 in pold or o iver. The recoed refars to thie land 4t tle
Uact whera TFI[Ham Ray lvan {avidently hea oidest wowl Rup v Lillard, Judpmsarts Pacret
& Ba, Mepeer CrcOit Couet Decords See n Club Camrtariy, oF. ot

 Hentucky 8epts Hislurleal Saoletyr Oollecton, Frarkror:,

H M 1+ bd Rl S

e e e P AT IR EET R R LRy b R LR | ARRELE e




LI TE- £ ) T OO ¥ |
A DINDE BBLE oot st st e LT
1 Small square tsble . oo+ e 1,23
A Hifle gen and shat pouch oo 1200
1 Small lgeking Sluvs oo oo, A
1 Buread and boolt cage s LG D0
anctier DENINE TADLE e e oo e, LTI
B Windsar rhails oo oo PO  R1 1]
1 Curtain Dedstead, curtaing, bed and furniture oo 2000
L Fancy Bedslead, Red and furnitere —ooo oo 140
! Qoroon Bedstond, »ed and furoiture U 2 B ||
L Cummon Bedstead, bed and furniture oo 1400
2 Extra poverlids .. S 1]
1 Watch L SO 2 1 |
%6 Velames of Old Basks .o e 800
1 Fanily BiBlE e 2.00
1 Dicticrary, 2 vols. History of the Revolutlon, of acts of congress. . 150
I vol, Life of Christ | PRS- ¥ ||
1 Vol, Guthries Gevgraphy and two vels, 2,50 Journuls of Legtslature, 12.75
articles of table urniture ..o USSR L 11
atticles of kitrhen furnityre R ¥ | |

1 Loorn OSSR . |

1 Coffee mill o

e e A b e s ST- |
L Grind SEOME oo PP 1 R 11
1 Mans saddle ... ... . P PUT . | 1i'

Abont 294 b, Bemp

“The undersigned having been opoointed by the tenty ccurl of Worpor o
inal purpese have proveeded to appraise the persenil estxle of Jomes Ray, cevd
and Yedrg duly sworn vespectfully report the above bo the Couvt as & full and true-
appruisement of the Same, 50 fa7 23 1t hae bern prosended to vs.  Given uader our
bhands this 8th day of Jupe, 1235

John Basey, Geerge 'W. Ulay, H, P. Hotine

Tre foregong list of prepevty with the addition of the folnwing, the vnce
sighed respectsully veturn %o the court gg & full and porfeet inventory of the es-
late of James Ray, dec’d. as it has come into our handa, viz

A note given by Nosh Q. Hayden poyehle 15t Seot. mesto o 12,1
4 nole given by Rokerl Jonea pesmble LIth Apcil, 188& oo 10,0
Anote given by Sam’l, Keller payable 5th May, 1836 .. .. _ .. 30000
L Y 77 |}

GIEO, ¢, THOLIPIONW
SAM'L. D, KELLERL

Executors
Mrrore Count Sct July County Courl 1826

» The foregoing Inventory and wppraizemesnt of the estale uf James Hay des'd
wae thie day proeduced inlo covrt aud erdered o be recorosd.

Alblest THG. ALLIN C. C¢



Family and Forlube of General James Ray

While lbis list would appssr guaint and perhaps meagrs lo owoers of
Mereer Conaty lind todsy, we muat recall the faer that farming machinery
pad not reached a high degree of efficieney in the early ninetecnth uentur:g.
purthermore, the greal diffimdty of transportation frow Wew Eangland man-
pfaaturing CenteTs precinded the wids use pf willvanes) typex of squipnient in
Kentueky. Nearly all thay hed was made nearby with the tocls that were avail-
gble im this fsulnted Aistriet

A way pointed out cerlier in this paper, little iz mewn of Ray's baer-
grovsd. The only elne we heve st this time is o letler writien by Hlijjah Callo-
wuy, waliot Grove N. C. in which a brother of James Ray’a fatker 13 men-
tpned. In repdy Lo 2o nquiry frow Do Tiyman €. Treamer of Wadisem, Wis-
emgn. Caboway stated that althoush thers wers wauy Eoy families from that
same brunel of the family in the distriet of Walout Grove, nome of them secmed
1o mow where Bay wag born. The writer stated that they had come to Snrvy
Cemnty, North Curoline From Augusta Oounty Viegiots, *“originally.'’ Ie
added that Jesse Raw, the uncls of Jares, wwa *‘every o way o gpenldeman of
ironti. "o

Toilewing the Act by Congress whicl bherulized le pension laws for serv-
iee in the War of the Revolution, the General applied sand regoivod u sissbls
yearly llowanee.l” Among the pepers on file in the National Archives Pension
Bazords O Fies in Waphington, D, O, see affidavits of Catherine eller, John
Taveng, pud Benjamic Wilson, supporting B, Keller’s eiaim for reconsidera-
tiou of her father’s pensicn grant. While lhere i3 90 reeord Lo shoew that the
yetidon was graoied, there is an appended list of Jamez Ray's children as sie
gave it in 185%:

‘w¥illiom Ray (since dead)

Jagze Bay, sinec dead

Folly Dunesn Bay

Jokr Bay

Catherine Heller Late Fay

June Wilson Late Ray since dead

FPrtsy Alf=ed late Hay

Jeffersom Ray

Farwvey Hay

Loucinda Frosy lale Ray since dead,™

T eemparing these uames with thase fowad in the will, we gee that Cath-
ecink’s list s nod sompleta, For instance the names of James Ray, Jr., tnd

= Writen oo June 10, 1845, D¥apet 354, 6DD10-80. The dnre 6f Riy'e birth B nat cstao-
Yeicd, Whlia tn bia pepalon declatatizn trpds by suly f, 1522, he an.d thet ha wis la 'th TEA year
ef Ty age', Ny cnulé have mennt that he was weveoly-vae AL et thoe. Ee waa bat tewency
yedix ¢l e wl the dme of the Batle of Idlue Licka, accarding 1o Edwmar, Droper Mas. 15033
Hin pon, Dr. Jobn Bay, wrole el hje father waa “ahanit 1d yeara ¢f Age” wEen he cime Mo
Eamtocky 'u 171k, acding i tie aame lettor nad he wae elely pyars ol ln 1833, whan ke sgrved
uhdar Hopking (e uncobtedly meant Bfryd. The nearect to s dellolbe doie ws ww alle e &lve,
hazid on thie dale, i tbat Ry was born In 1760 or 1361, Draper Mdas, 13016,



Heney Roy, which appear in Bay’s will, sre omitted. Polly, evidently was g
nicknams for Mary Ray Duncan. The pame is probably irue of Patsy All-a]
who,_was referred to as Mareiba Alfred, by ber father, Altomether, twolve noime
appear i these lists, with the thirteenth ohild's mame nndiseloged. Dr. Join
Etay, onz of the sons, stated positivaly in & lelter (o Draper that his mother hag
sleven children* There is good cvidenee that Amelia fad but two. Congider.
ing the high infant mortality rate in those days, it would not be surprizing i
grie of the eleven ehildren died ic infanay. _

Whaut bezamne of this larre femilyd While it is not posaible to sceount for
all of them, or for that mattar, to glve a complets ehronicle of any one, some
interenting facts bave heen nnecarthed.

Taking them in grder ag named in Cathering’z lst, Willlamr was the oldet,
the first son of Amelin and Jomes Ray, It iz possibls that he was named afly
that chubiy, dl-fated brother of the General. Dr, Johwi Rav, his brother, wrats
that "Wilkam died in 1241 in the 3tate of Illincis, where he moude his home,
thzt he had raised & large family. The same correspondent stated thet Jess, tza
youngsr of Amelia’s shildren, wis atill Hving not far from Madisoovills, Een.
tucky, in 1843, Nathanie] Hart recalled that William one: tried to shoot bl
father—that the General bore the pear in his face the rest of his Lifa.®®

‘The wicinity of Tort HMarrod is rieh in tradition abeut Mary Duncen e
Polly Bey os her sister refors io her. A fow vears ago, Miss Neva Williats, a
member of the atafd of the Harrpdsiurg Hevald, fornd occazion o pathor gome
data on Mery Ray Dunoan, largely from the lips of one of her descendants. In
quotitg feam lier ianuserys we learn that

“Even ta thiz Aay there pre traditioma of her besuty snd laveliness of char-
acter. Early im 1500 . , . Eaerse came to Harrodsburg from Maryland a yours
man-—~Afartin Duncan, From early fragments of nis history ome giesns that
be mast have had Jearning above the average for those days . . . Deing the
pressszaoe 0f Looke—Llhal seemy Lo have gel peopie apart in those sarly (]i‘q.-'sl ..
belng a noted fiddler! This pronourreed tglcnt marked many of his descend-
ants."

They were married and lived on the land deaded o Mory br tke Ceneral—s
farm lopated on the Btate road known as the Frankfert-Lonisville pike. The
kenage, still standing when Miss Williams waote her arbicls, wag Enown o later
days as the ‘Ilarvey Woods plage.’ The ahivdren ol this marviapge were lirted as:
Asa—iied of chinlers in Mereer, 1333, ourial unknown.

Dendel—moved to Texas, married there,
Abner—moved {0 Iowa. '

Wertin, Jr.—unmarricd, Very haddacme, reputed o he handspmest moo ol
biz day, Died of typhus.
. Jamss—prarrled fn Kenbaclky., DMoved weast

3: 1!:';;-&1- Mre, 12017 Aes Aksn, atatamants hy BlE 074 e Bonlomis Wilseh, Draper Xas.
13734,

Th0r, John Bar te Lyoaan € Duaper. Diaper Mae, 13017 Col, Mat, Hzxrt co Drabtf,
Drapsr Moo, LLCCIEE



Madéon—marrineg Sarah Wade Davis; me children; raised n nices, Mrs, W, H.
Skiles, Lansing, Ohio

Crean=—very Heel of fiuol,

Talbntt—meved to Arnderson County, Kectuwexy. Married; had som, fsa

Elmabeth {Patsy)—harried Henry Eritton.

tlacy Ray Dupear --maarried Hurten Borled in Mawlin {or Talbai} burylog
grotnd Very fleet of oot Died of typhiz a3 young woman,

Johr Ruy Duncih=——roziried Eliza CGrabam, lived amd died in Merper; wos in
fhe Civil War, a Major. Poominent in affzira at Dunecansville in MWeroer.
Hiz prrentas Hved with khdm jo their Tast clays aod woere buried in the Grape-
voue (Christian}y Church cemetery, .

¢hldrea—Dr. Charles Talboit Duncen, no chiddren; Mrs. Fmma Dunesn {3ray,
Hutrodsbhurpg and 8£iami Florida, 2 dapghices,

Dr. John Bay was a physician, In the marriags records of Meeear Connty,
17651880, thera ia an item: **Ray, Jahn, TTickley, Savoh, September 12, 1315,
Farshee down the paye, we find: “Ray, John, Bunton, Mary, Janpary 10,
1700."2t  In kig three long letters to Dr, Draper, the devoted son gives no in-
formiution abont himself, confinany hiz remarks to legends and facts conearning
his disticpwished parent®  Sinee the leilws are beaded Mudisonville, Eentacky,
we may swume that he practiced medicime in that locality. The letters arae
wrilien in & Floent style, with an amesing degrae of mder-stalement, o fine ob-
jectivity, &nd sincerity. At ane jenetore, the insistent Uraper called attention
to what b= ronsidersd an error i hia stetements: Ray, indignant over & shadow
on his reputation, answered promptly that: I now reeollect that . . . yan inki-
mated that there might possibly be some clashing with my statement . , | in re-
gard lo William MeRride and the Blue Lick battle. 'Fhis iz a matter abomt
which yon had is nmply in your power to sektle whilst in Kentueky last summer
as to the taets ., | g3 detalled by me, there cannot be & shadow of dould, . . '3
At anotker poing he vemarked, My failer was & man of stern integrity sod all
maiters emenating from Lo way considered nnexeeptionable.?2¢

Angther entry az copied by the D, A R historian, coneernad Haevey T
Bay and Kliza A. W. Cotine, who were married Septanher 21, 153006

Mariha, or Patsy, evidently marricd & physician, ginee her husband iz re-
Merred to a3 “Dr. Alford’” in Miss Wiliiams’ manngeript. The infermars also
gaic thar Ray had four danghsers, which would maan that the mising uwme s
that a7 a boy.

James Kay, o1, was liceased to practice taw 1n 1810,°7 while the twa young-
28! zong, Jefferson and ITarvey, lived on the farms given to them by their father,

3 Mehdama, Mea flerey J{ennett, Jeptuckyr Fionser antt Oord Resords, Lemngtom, 197%,
T- L35, Sea alnd, Eetfucky derder Qowndyu, Morrfopes 17BG-1280. az oopled Uy June MoAfeo
LCramit of the On A, B, Harrodebure, Kentuoky, B 63

@ Dreper Mag, 15006 1RT, and LEC1E-19: see Maxon, op. cil,
" Traper Mk, 19017, See alve, Mason, op. .

Y Draper Moo, 13014,

& Kenfuofy Borcor County, Marrlages 1781550, op sz, [ BA. . -
¥ Henbusky 1Rstoricn] Socisty, Ragister, ¥ol B p, 20,



-- “RegiEler of lhe Kentucky Stote Historical Society

Tn,visw of the singalar distinction attained by Gensra) James Bay, it is
serpriging theai vo wore js known about his deseendants, The lictle Yhat hag
been egtablished, however, Lelps to rownd out a resssurine pieture. Certain
we may be thaf this young boy, born and raised in the American wilderness,
heged for na more then he wag able to provide his altildren—a seours and Lappy
- heme with nmpls physicel comfort, an opportenity for edueation and puabliz
usefy!ness, community respest--a just and sutisfving bevitage for which hie
Beoteh-Trish dncestors had Zonght tenastouely over two hupdred’ vears, from
Scotland to Ireland, to Virginia, to Carolina, and, finuliy, to Kentueky.



The previous article has gppeared in both the Register of the Kentucky Historicad Society and
the later published book “ Genedlogies of Kentucky Families’. Kathryn Harrod Mason wrote severd
histories of Mercer County including two on the life and family of General James Ray and her ancestor,
James Harrod, who founded Harrodsburg in 1774.

Severd things should be noted about the prior article. Since it was written in nineteen forty five
severa new items have cometo light, and other statements have been added to. In generd her research
issolid. | did not have this piece of documentation in the beginning of my search. It has proved to be
the find link, providing proof from the beginning of the tree to our family now. | believeif | had not
stumbled on to thiswith my research, by the next generation no connection could have been made.

Working backward from our line of Duncans we have my mother Mary Alice Duncan Sengd,
daughter of Charles Talbert (s¢) Duncan b. 2/5/1900 d. 3/22/1985 and Virginia Wharton Duncan b.
9/16/1900 d. 8/24/1992 (from tombstone in Lawrenceburg cemetery). Charles T. Duncan (my
grandfather) was the son of AsaB. Duncan b. 10/4/1863 d. 6/8/1945 and Alice ? Duncan b.
9/11/1871 d. 3/6/1951 (from same tombstone). Thisiswhere my research is ill in need of support. |
know from my childhood in Anderson County about my grandfather’ s farm on Powell-Taylor Road.
Thiswas not afamily farm that had been passed down through the generations. | had heard reference
to ther prior farm being on the Mays Road in western Anderson County near where the Beaver Lake
dam was built. Searching county maps | located a Duncan Road off KY 53 that connects to Mays
Road near Edmonson Road. The Mays Road then changes name at this old cross roads and continues
on toward the Mercer County line as the Leathers Store Road.

Near the intersection use to stand an old farm house that burned in the late 1970's. An old
chicken house has now been converted into aresidence. Across the old Duncan laneisasmdl family
cemetery from the Leathers. A conversation with my grandfather prior to his desth reveded that Asa B.
Duncan had purchased this farm from the Lesthers family. The Leathers had become undertakersin
Lawrenceburg, and grand dad remembered them exhuming the grave of the old gentleman when he was
just akid. The Leathers family had built alarge family crypt in the Lawrenceburg Cemetery since they
were in the funera business. They had their ancestor removed to this new location in town. | have found
documentation of Dr. Charles A. Legthers, who after graduation from Kentucky Military Inditute in
1879, studied medicine under Dr. J. L. Pope in the nearby Nelson County community of Chaplin. In
1881 he began practice at the Leathers Store (old post office in the neighborhood). By June of 1883 he
had moved his practice to Lawrenceburg. It is interesting to note that both my mother and my uncle
were born in this house according to the family tradition.

Prior to buying the Leathers old place at the cross roads previoudy mentioned, grand dad had
told of their previous homesite near Ashbrook, where he had been born. This was another rurd cross
roads further south on K 53 but within amile of this later location. The topography of thisareaiis hilly.
A tributary to the Chaplin Fork of the Sdt River flows around the later property. Grand dad related the
story of an old stedl bridge that had been utilized to crossthe SAt River on KY 62 which was being
retired (most likely during the WPA projects of the 1930's). Asa B. Duncan was able to obtain thisold
bridge for sdvage vaue and ingall it over the Big Beaver Creek below his property and near Ashbrook



on KY 53. This new path became the Duncan Road on the map today. Years ago | was able to travel
over this old stedl bridge on Duncan Road before it was condemned and a new concrete bridge was
built.

| do not have any indication as to which parcel belonged to Asa B. Duncan prior to his moving
to the old Leathers estate. This was more than likely the home of his father, Mathew Tabot Duncan.
None of this part of the research has been proven by county records as of this date. No marriage
record or birth/death record appears for a Tabot or Talbott Duncan that | can find in Anderson
County. | do have alig of Martin C. Duncan’s and Mary “Polly” Ray Duncan’s children from their will.
Listed isaMathew T. Duncan. Further research has revedled that thisis indeed Mathew Talbot
Duncan. Heisligted in the above Mason article as having removed from Mercer County to Anderson
County, and had ason Asa. A search for Mathew Duncan revealed more than one in rurd western
Anderson County. The other, aMathew J. Duncan or Matthew J. Duncan had been born within ayear
of our ancestor. He also had been married and widowed at least three times. He appears to have had a
brother named Mark. Thisfamily is part of alarge group of Duncan’swho settled in the Chaplin River
basin nearby. They were more than likely distantly related thru common lines back in Virginia, but as
grand dad had told me early on in life, these were not of the same family.

A couple of references were made to weddings held at the resdence of M. T. Duncan’s home
in Anderson County. A Mary J. Duncan & Robert Stange (Jessamine County) were married Dec. 3,
1874 He was 21 years old, she was 23 and born in Anderson County, KY . Her father was bornin
Mercer County (thisfits our research) and her mother was born in Garrard County. Another reference
was made to aWilliam T. Duncan & Mary Ann Y ork being married at the home of M. T. Duncan on
Sept. 18, 1879. Groom was born in Anderson County and his father was born in Mercer County, with
mother born in Garrard County. Bride was born in Anderson County and her parents were born in
Mercer County. Groom was 23 years old and bride was 18 years old. The only other reference | have
to M.T. Duncan isamarriage record in Mercer County in 1863 to an Emily Jane Clark (3-80). If thisis
our man, it had to happen early that year snce Asa B. Duncan was born by October 4, 1863.

The Mason article then links the family back from Mathew Tabot Duncan to his mother Mary
“Polly” Ray who had married Martin C. Duncan in Mercer County in 1806. Martin C. Duncan had
come from northwest North Carolina at the turn of the century (1800). Heislisted on the 1810 census
of Mercer County Kentucky as Martin Dunkin. By 1820 he was living in Shelby County and is included
in that census there. By the 1830 census he was again in Mercer County. Martin C. Duncan’s wife was
the daughter of Generd James Ray. He was one of the most respected men in the early history of
Mercer County. His second wife was Elizabeth Talbot Ray. Her brother 1sham Tabot became an early
US senator from Kentucky. Isham married Governor Garrard' s daughter and became an early politica
leader in the state. He wasfird practicing law in Shelbyville in the early 1800's. This may be why
Martin C. Duncan lived in this area early on, while most of the 11 children were being reared. It should
be pointed out that James Rays mother was Elizabeth Buntin Ray. She had remarried Captain Hugh
McGary in North Carolina prior to 1775. McGary was James Ray’ s step father, and an early long
hunter in Kentucky with Henry Skaggs. In 1775 McGary, a brother in law named Denton, and severd
others from the Y adkin Valey came with Daniel Boone to Kentucky. Thisisthe first record of white



women and children being brought into this country. It is rumored that the first bible came into this state
with this group of women who were in the habit of recording the family histories into these books.
When the party of twenty to thirty families reached the fork in the Wilderness Trall a Skaggs Fort
(Hazd Petch) near the Rockcastle River, the McGary party split with Boone. Boone moving on to
Madison County and the Site of the fort that bears his name, and McGary going thru Crab Orchard to
. Asgphs (Stanford) and findly to Fort Harrod. A historic monument is dedicated in Harrodsburg to
the first three women at the settlement, one who was Elizabeth Buntin Ray McGary. Sheismy great
great great greet great grandmother through my mother’s side.

The following are notes from the rdative that Kathryn H. Mason quoted in her article as having
given the most recent history on the Mercer County Duncan’ s to Neva Williams, who was awriter for
the Harrodsburg newspaper. Y ou can see from this information that it was heavily borrowed fromin
both Neva Williams text and in the later text of Mason's above.

Following these two sets of notes, the main article of James Ray is included, dong with some
early land deeds and maps of the Shawnee fortification where our family firgt lived in Kentucky on their
own land. Last isacopy of the family tree asit comes down from David Duncan in old Virginia. A Sde
note to the old English rule of inherited property. The oldest son or mae family member (nephew)
aways recaved the whole estate. The other sblings usudly got only some money or adave, etc. This
seems to have changed with the frontier settlers. David Duncan’s oldest son Nathanid got the plantation
in tidewater Virginia. Thiswas in the area known as the Northern Neck. It was Sussex, Surry, and
Albemarle Counties depending on what period in history you looked. Part of that will indicated a
tenement house at the college. It is presumed thisis a William & Mary University. From this we can
draw an image of the gtation in life these ancestors held. They had numerous daves and hundreds of
acres of land.

Severd members of the family were minigters, including Martin C. Duncan in Mercer County,
KY. Severd references have been found of him performing marriagesin the mid 1830's. As stated in
the article they were educated better than most. Martin C. Duncan’s son was a mgor in the Civil War
(Union) and founder of Duncanville in northwest Mercer County. The little Gragpevine Church stands
on the banks of the Chaplin River. Martin C. Duncan, Mary “Polly” Ray Duncan, John Ray Duncan,
and his son Dr. Charles Talbot Duncan (never married) are buried there. The tombstone of John Ray
Duncan is alarge obelisk which a Masonic level & square and letter “G”. It isinscribed with the 19"
Kentucky Infantry Volunteers on the sone aswell. Thislittle community isjust afew milesviathe
Chaplin River to Cornishville where the McAfee Lodge of freemasonsislocated. Both AsaB. Duncan
& Charles T. Duncan (grand dad) were masons. It is believed that dl of these men from Isham Tabot,
Hugh McGary, to James Ray were early Kentucky free masons. The town of Madisonville, KY was
founded in Hugh McGary’ s sons house near there. They were al migrating further west. James Ray’s
son was adoctor in that area aswell. He was interviewed by Draper, the historian who compiled the
best documentation of the early history of the settlement area. The Dr. John Ray interview is perhaps
the best original source of information for this research, and has been named by Mason, Chinn, and
Hammeramith as well.
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#7 32-435 15 Aug. 1840, Martin €. Duncan and wife Mary B. 1o John L. Lillard, $315, 10 acres o6
Salt Kivet, being Jdotached [rum northem keundary of tract wherzon seid Martio €. und Mary B.

\ Duocem now bive, adj, land of sad Lillzed, corner Buchanan. Noow fﬂ‘H[;'ﬁl{n PRI
o 20 S e D nemrand BT Co- DA-Fertitor v, Tle Polly
atin Co. [L, attorikey 1o meoeive

tadmes of Ann Stone late oF Mercer Co, KX, decy, all such esiag
(t.r i of Mereer Co. KT,

St may he emifled a8 ane of childmen, heirs and devisees of said Ann Brape
deed,, namncd in will ol Ana Sionc, Wit }ﬁky‘]uhﬂ Tieaupson. Fee, DuBoqis Ca, TA . (FHL alm
01.EI P L MET AT ynpth rer b o
24-383! Wherces on 29 Jan, 1844, AR% Nuacan ?nd wife Pollv late Polty Slodt of Gréim £, KY
made power of anommey 1 Allen Short -, ecd Allen Shon w appoint anather attseray .. now
Allen Shert eppolms Hergy L. Mudd of Green Co. KY atomey, (pg.384 not microfibmad) (FHL flm
a1.E22) i
2B-46d: 19 Semt. 1833, Williars Dunbdn and w:fe Letitin (x) to James Donovan, 4]l Mercer Ca, K¥
71 3 aeres on Chaplains fork of Salt Biver, no neighbors given, beg. at & stone standing five feet south
of 2 post oak wee. No wil Rec. 19 Sept. 1853 (extract from Jean Hurper, alza FHT. filr 141 B2
| 28-301: 19 Sepl, 1352, Ludvell €. Cornish and wife Mat¥ to Willium Dunkin, al] Mercer Co.,
aney nof given), 131-1:3 acms buunded by middle of Chaplin cppostte onushes Elm Speing, Jnarph
o, Mezing Tionse, Harredsburg Rowl /&7 1O, Cotnish, Mary Cotnish. Ree, 19 Swpl 1853, {FHL

[l 193.873) ﬂ" T —
/ " TU 130 24 Rlay 1854, To Abraban: M, Yauarsdell, sleves fahn aged abom I3 years, Lawis
;‘" years, acd Wik abie |1 years obd, for $2100 paid and securad 0 he maid Sy note of same daze, and 1
" wncersigned Maclin C, Tuncan and bis wife warrant and defend title o (ke slaves for te Lifstiote ul
wife of said Murdin O, Danenn, md the undcrsigned chikirén of said Martie €. Dugcan and wife
having each am interest af 1% in said slaves subjeet to the life estate of said Mary B. Duncan o
n separtely warsant their undivided interest of LR, o maid Abrabam M. Vanarsdall pod bis nesire; angd the
w& Lincy Jane Pritchet! and ber husbud Iseac . Pritchett, e seid Lucy Jame bewnp a

granddm)_nfehes2id Martn ond Mary Doucan ond ertilled also w an Interest of 178 in saje glaves
auMiacr to the |ifie 2atnte ofsd, woreart their 18 aa afad: & 24 May 1854, Daniel C, Duneat b Mary B,
_/g:m:tm, Mariim {). Duocin, Mary B. (X} [unean, Mathew T, Doncan, Edward R Bunon, a3 )
d guardian for AH. Burbon, Mavtie C, Duwesn I By lares Toy ler bis alty in Sl Chrmpoess M. <
b Dunpcan, Joho B. Duncan, Martio O, Duncai Sr., Izasc V. Pritchett £ Locy June Pritchels his wik
by James Taylor their attorney in fact, Abner % Dusean by James Taylor his agent. -
2. Daketwithin ol o 00 Y Tt i thout- STy ATy 6f Ao ndness,
May 24, LRS54, 2/ A M Vanarsdall.

Mereer Co., May 24, 1854, aek. by Daniel C. Donean by Mary B. Duncan his stiorney it fact,
Champness M. Dunesn, Tohn R, Dunean, Martin C. Duncas Se?, Mary 5, Duncan, Mathew T,
Duncug, ad Edwurd R, Buron @ guardian for A-R. Burtrn, and on 26 of same month ard year, ack. by
Murtin C Dubeas Jr. by Jusies Tuylos his autormey in fact, ER. Pritchent sod Luey Jape Pritchert his
wite by Jemes Toylor their attomey in facl and Abmar N. Duneon by fomes Taviof his agent snd also
the rrerorandum annexed was ack, by AM. Vanarsdall, /s The, Allen, Clk.

Buzk Co. TX, Dantel C. Dunean, & resident of Og, & state afsd, appoint Mary B. Guncan of
Memer Co. KY my aliomey to Zispass of at publle or private sale a certadul wndivided inlerest | have [n
megrvey Lewis s hoy ahowi 12 venrs of age, 1ol 13, Mides shout 11, said negooes now beiag i e
pastession ol my seid allmey in Mewcer Co. KY, 1 Feb, 1854, 1=/ Darie] €. Duncar, Wit Jie.
MzC.arty, EH. MeClatry, ack. in Rugk Co. TX, rec. Mareer Oo. KY May M, 1854, (FHL film 191,523
and extract from Jear Harper) (M40 Lury fone Duncon mar [sace Pritchets §22/1848 File Co. ML
day. of James B, 2 o, I840 Pike Do ATEH Puars? . : '
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The Spring House
Anderson Circle Farm

High on a bluff overlooking Shawnee Springs, the Spring Housc
i it around the framework of an curly timber-frame barn. The
original mortise and tenon coustruction has been kept intact and the
joints fit perfectly when it was moved and reconstructed afier one
hundred fifty years. The pegs that tie the joints together are visible.

Tt was built by Samuel Keller who had married a daughter of
General James Ray.

General Ray came to Kentucky with his mother, his step-father
Hugh McGary, and his hrother William. They traveled as far as the
Hazel Patch with Danicl Boone and his family, then branched off 1o
Harrod's Feri. While ether settlers moved on or were killed by (he
Indians, General Ray stayed to become one of the most important
men of this area. The foundation of his maansion house lies only 25
yards from where his son-in-1aw"s bam has come to rest.

Present ownefs: Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Anderson
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Chibirve of David DUNCAN st FLIZABETH are: Gt e, 11
. N |
2L Dgid L MCAR, ;
3 Jaba DUNCAN,
4 Ui eter IHINU 4, M;lvf‘ ]|
5w fencst D20 AN, b H J"
+6 v Daethanic! DTN was born 1723 In Virginia, and died 1798 in Sessex Cn,, AT Lo
Virginda. Dux. Bi11s

+7 vi. Dugict BUNCAN was boen ABT, 1733 in Surry Co., Narth Carnling, and dicd
— 1712 in Caswell Co., North Carolina, -

Descendant Register, Gerermion Mo, 2

w-‘Lﬁic
6. > attizuivl DUSCAN (David DUNCANRT) wag boes 1723 in Virginia, snd died 1774 in
Swegex Co,, Virginia, He maried AGNES 1743 in Virginde,

Chumﬂnfﬂm DUNCAN and AGNES are:
£ i Mix DUNCAN was bom 10 FED 17464 &
i emess DLNCOAS was born 21 MAY 1747, .r,;
1D L dogene 50 A s o 6 ALNG 1740 .4 pﬂ&b
] 11w, Aier E)IN('-’&\'WMI&PF_ITSJI."ED‘V‘
Mmaz A3 v awy DUNCAD was bom 26 BB 1755, &

13 v S OE2NCA wee bom 4 KOV 1760, §. ”

Tp/fewlancesy comicgi-hinfigm. cgitop=REG& db—sweepen 5238 id=[121%3 1122772001
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7. Daaiel DU SNCAN (Duvid DUNCAN'} was barn ABT. 1733 in Sunry Cou, Narth
Caroling, nad died 1782 in Camwnll Co., North Canclinae. Ha marrizd MARY. She died

1M4 in Camwnl] Co., North Caroling.
¥ Children of Demiel DUNCAN and MARY mre;
i 17 L Muncy BUNC A She merded T oigl WCERIT,
F _F,ﬂ!'la‘ i Sl asiet 20 sl xi, He soarcied Maoes BTN 6 HOAT ETS2,

19 fil [ oo I 2 She marmied Lhanpn oo 245 01201
0w sary Bl DG AN She maerded Deciunie 2680y
L2 v BENUAY,

B 22w oo TEIUANL i
E | 23 ik salls DUAG

Al 100 R s S Tra TR
o 24 il Manin O BMUIRY T wems boen 1731, mewd died 1865,

Dezazandant Regiater, Gemerstion No. 1

. Margin. ¢ (FLNC 8N (Denied DUNCAME, David (UNCAN' was bom 1781, and
dicd 1865, He marded Yty Pully RAY 15 SEP 1806 in Mercar Co., Keatucky,

deaghitar of General James RAY and Elizabeth TALBOT. She waa botn 1787, and dizd
1871

Children of Matin C. DUNCAN and Maxy Polly BAY are;

. 38 Lo LA™ wasbom 180, and ded 1833

26 A Jagpas BOIE BOC AN wag bomn 1B04. He merdad eowedn | RS [EX

in Memer Co., Kentuoky.
27 HLL nnl" '\l. A= wia bom ES(M.
iv. Uho 10 P A was Yon 105 o Mercer Co., Keatusky,

l-hnﬂmdzwul Wyle 134w [ S TR 1955, She waes borm 1825 in
I'ruero mnu;lqr

30w -ahnhr.k. M a_ﬁlmb:rnlslﬂmh{m [‘.n., Ksmucky.l-[emmi:d
: oo S C0ATA ) § AUG LRIG
: +31

vl Lrmicl ¢ T vy wae bom 181 in Mereer Co., Kemucky, and died
1542 im Rusk Cao, Texpa. .
32 i Scanhes T uora i 6o wos bom 1BLE in Mereer Co., Kenlacky.
: Y o o n NGO L was boan 1823 in Mercer Co,, Remlucky . She mamied
; Lupeaty L[ [0 11 DEC 1848, Hs was born 1820,
ok sttt Donggn 30 wee born 18260,

i bty o ancestey cam'egl-bin/lgm gl top~REG& db=gweepen_223&10=118153 11272001
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TS ‘%, Johr. Ry n".J'A'L:mg'm-hﬂrl!'ﬁ'@_ﬂ.f?i;ﬂ':ﬂﬁiﬁﬂm" sréier Co Kentacky fad ™+ 75 T

diod 26 JAN 1595 in Mérter Co., Kentucky, He marsled iz A
iy tarf At ®he vas barn 1835 in Kenechy,

Descondart Reglster, Gonsrmion Ko 4

al.

Dapisl £ 10 %6 AN (Martin €. DUNCAN®, Darial DUNCANZ, David DUNCAN
wag bom 1511 in Meeeer Co., Kontacky, snd died 1382 in Rusk Ca., Texzs, He
enarvied Moo gk v ATES IF FER 1833, deaghter of Tarmes YATES and Saral
SANEORD. She was hom 1813 in Orange Co., ¥irgima, aocl died 28 JUN 1882
Puak O, Texas,

Chiliren al Masiel £ DUNCAN and Marparer YATES are:

M6 1 Tesibua D060 was bom LE32 in Mereor Co., Kemmucky, and dad
1882 in Keufmen Co.. Texas.
370 H ek Y was born 1833, and £izd 1834,
3 B onbmodelSasen 5o 2 was bom TEF?. He mamied a4 CSEEEY
14 APR 1551,
30 dw, Jumwes Fo LYY was bowen 1841 Hemareied Spop.. vl THE E800™ 8
23 ATHT 1R6S.
A v i Foll; 0 0050w wias b 1843,
w3l wie a0 was bom 13 JTAM 1843, and died 23 FEB 1916,

A2 v L WcDirtegs D DT R v bor L3 VAR, 13345 n Meicer Co,
Keatwcky, sl dizd 12 FEE 1919 in Handerson, Texas,

=43 wiik Sareans LT o ovas born 11 FED 1848 in Mercer Co., Kenmicky,
and died 18 KOV 1878,

+44  bgoaewieces MK R 0 was boer 1852 1 Ruak Co., Texes, end died
1881

+45 w3 e oy warbom 1R35
i w Srccen L [0S0 TN was bern 13290 He marmed Sty

Diescencant Fegisier, Ureneraiicn Mo, 5

ih.

htpotsaat. s sty comogir-bintigm c gl Top=REGS M=awacpea_B21843d=118153

W a0k DENCA™ {Uanel & LUNCAN?, Martin C. DUNCAN, Dauiel
MUNCANZ, David (JUNCAR ) was born 1852 i Mereer Co., Kentucky, and dicd
1882 in Kaufmea Co., Texas, He mamied vlaubeal 1 HE AN 07 DEC 1857, She
vas bora 183B, and di=d 1370, He masried ol Sl 035605 B AUG 1872, She
was barn 1 JAN 1836 in Rusk Co., Texsa, aad dicd 2 FEB 1929 in Rusl: Ce., Toups

Children of Willipm W, TN AN mid Fliznbeth THERKOMD ame:
A7 %L Do el e AR was hotn TESY,

1142572601
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